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been roused, and that they must form an association such
as Ersklne, who was In the chair at the meeting, had sug-
gested,  for  obtaining  the  repeal  of the  two  Acts.    The
Annual Register corroborates this view.    " Never had there
appeared In the memory of the oldest man, so firm and de-
cided a plurality of adversaries to the ministerial measures,
as on this occasion: the interest of the public seemed so
deeply at stake, that individuals not only of the decent, but
of  the  most vulgar  professions,  gave  up  a   considerable
portion  of  their  time  and  occupations  in  attending   the
numerous   meetings   that   were   called   in  every  part   of
the kingdom, to the proposed Intent of counteracting this
attempt of the Ministry."    It is difficult not to believe that
this is an exaggerated account, though it Is evident that
there was a considerable opposition to  the  Government's
proposals.    The territorial power however was overwhelm-
ing, and the Government could afford to neglect the petitions
against the Bill.    "You will easily suppose  that, In both
Houses, we have opposed as strenuously as we were able
(though with very small numbers) these Bills, upon their
first introduction;  but we have not thought this enough,
and we are endeavouring at public meetings, and petitions
against them in many parts of the country; how successful
we shall be I know not; perhaps I am not very sanguine,
but I feel myself quite sure it Is right to try; and I hope
you will agree with me, that, upon such an occasion it is
an act of duty to brave all the calumny that will be thrown
upon us on account of the countenance which we shall be
represented  as   giving  to  the  Corresponding  Society and
others, who  are  supposed  to  wish  the  overthrow of the
Monarchy.    There appears to me to be no choice at present
but between an absolute surrender of the liberties of the
people,  and  a vigorous  exertion, attended, I  admit, with
considerable hazard, at a time like the present"1
" I have just time to tell you that our meeting yesterday
succeeded beyond my hopes, incredibly numerous, yet very
1 Memorials and Correspondence, vol. iii. p. 124, Nov. 15, 1795.
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